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Wonderful news……. We have been given an award of £1,350 by the Big Lottery to enable the 

Community Orchard to install the pedestrian gate with disabled ramp, build the field shelter, and 

buy a second bee hive to establish the apiary.  This is great news after the disappointment that 

followed the rejection of the same bid by the Trust for the Oxfordshire Environment.  All credit to 

Patrick Rooney who put together the bid, supported by Tom Norman and Colin Day.  They have done 

a brilliant job.  So, from now on our publications will carry the Big Lottery logo and there will be signs 

at the Orchard in recognition of this contribution. 

We have known about this award for about six weeks, but were not permitted to make any 

announcement until the Big Lottery issued their press release today.  As a result, our planning is well 

advanced and some of the work will start very soon. 

 

Big Hedge Plant!  

Thames Water’s donation for the hedge was put to good use and over a number of weekends in 

February a mixed hedge of hazel, willow, blackthorn and hawthorn was planted. In addition to this, 

we created stock and rabbit protection and so far the new plants seem to be thriving. Thames Water 

also lowered the level of their ditch enabling water to drain from the orchard. Stock guards have 

been constructed in the hedge line in preparation for new trees this autumn. 

Tree Planting 

We set ourselves the target of planting 20 trees in our first season which has been achieved. All the 

trees bar one are thriving: it seems that some creature decided that the roots would make a tasty 

meal!!  The ‘poorly’ tree is in intensive care being looked after by Matt Pether: the good news is that 

it’s on the mend.  Each tree has its own colourful label designed by children from Beckley School. 

We would like to plant a further 20 trees this autumn and winter.  If you would like to sponsor a tree 

please let me know and I’ll add your name to the list.  Amongst those to be planted will be two trees 

identified as being unique to Beckley – “Old Tiff” (an apple) from the garden of “Tiffs” and 

“Meadowgift” (a damson) from Meadow Cottage, both in Church Street.  And, of course, we’ll be 

planting “The Beckley Plum”! 

Grafting Workshop 

Our first grafting workshop was held at the beginning of February and was attended by about ten 

people which resulted in 20 newly grafted trees.  These are now being cared for by their “grafters”.  

This year the grafted trees seem to be coming into leaf at different times.  If you have one tree in 

leaf and others not: do not despair and assume that the others are dead. Be patient and in the next 

couple of weeks small buds will break first on the rootstock (rub these off) and then on the scion 

wood.  Once the shoots on the scion are in full leaf, rub off all except the top one, which will then 

grow away as a leader.  Many thanks to Mike Hobbs and Matthew Pether, who gathered all the 



grafting material, without which the workshop could not be held.  A further workshop will be run 

early in 2014. 

Orchard Benches 

There are now benches dotted across the orchard, which have been created from the trunks of 

poplars felled as Constables Piece was reclaimed. They have been built by Neil Durrant from the 

Orchard Management Group together with volunteers, Oliver Cooper and John Fisher from Horton; 

many thanks to them all.  This has been hard and skilled work and will surely be appreciated for 

years to come.  Appropriate quotations about orchards and fruit will be carved into the seats.  Ann 

Day is collecting these; so if you have a favourite quotation which you would like to see featured 

please let Ann know (email: beckleyday@btinternet.com). 

 

Orchard Supper 

On Saturday 4th May we held our first social event – an orchard supper with cider and perry tasting. 

The catering team – Ann Day, Annie McQuillan, Pat Moss, Jo Ovens, Mauveen Pether, Tom Norman 

and Julie Ross decided that they could feed up to 50 people – we got the numbers wrong and in fact 

sold 57 tickets, all of which sold within 10 days of going on sale!  Many thanks go to all the 

organisers. 

The food was lovely and appreciative comments were received all round.  Whilst we did not look to 

choose a “best in show” by voting on the respective merits of the 16 ciders and perries, the clear 

winner based on sales was a Welsh perry called “Gwynt Y Ddraig” (translation would be welcome!). 

This supper was to say “thank you” to so many who have supported the project and also to mark 

“Blossom Weekend”.  It was not designed as such to be a fund raising event, but nevertheless we 

made a small profit of around £180 which has gone into the Orchard Funds.  

 

Future Projects 

Don’t forget the “Harvest and Share” scheme this autumn.  If we have a glut of fruit, then let us help 

harvest and share it amongst the “Friends of the Community Orchard” (and make cider from the 

windfalls!).  Please contact Mike Hobbs if you’d like to play a part in this scheme. 

We’d like to establish native wild flowers in the orchard and so this autumn wild narcissus and 

bluebells will be planted.  Next year the aim is to grow perennial meadow wild flowers from seed. 

No community orchard should be without a traditional cider press!  We have acquired plans for one 

and if you’d like to help with its construction this winter please let me know. 

John Ovens has been discussing with the RSPB increasing bird life in the Orchard and they have given 

good advice on the construction and siting of nest boxes.  These will be made and put up during the 

winter.  Again, if you would like to help make them, let me know and I’ll add you to the list. 

Nick Crowley will be introducing “Friends” to the mysteries of beekeeping once the weather warms 

up a little – we will announce “taster events” by email. 



 

Finally, there’ll be more trees to plant! 

Once again thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to this community project and 

remember: Working parties are held on the first Saturday of every month starting at 10.30 am and 

ending with cider and perry!!!! 

If you would like to get involved or have any ideas for the Orchard please contact me. 

peter_m_ross@hotmail.com 
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