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Agenda and Objectives

Welcome
Neighbourhood Plan – overview to date GCW

SODC Local Plan 2032
The Green Belt
Questions  - Simon Rowberry - Planning Policy 

Manager - SODC
Survey Results to Date on Development
 Identifying Important Site Criteria – All
Agreeing Development Site Criteria - All
Next Steps



What are Neighbourhood Plans?

Neighbourhood planning is part of a new approach to planning
introduced by the Localism Act 2011. The new system is designed to be
more collaborative and gives communities more powers to shape the
future of the places where they live and work.

Neighbourhood Planning is the government's initiative of trying to
empower local communities to help make and take forward planning
proposals at a local level. The idea being that local people
will drive, and then help to shape, how their local communities grow
and develop over the next coming years.

Neighbourhood plans can only be made by one of two groups,
towns/parishes or neighbourhood fora. As our area has parishes, town
and parishes will take the lead in pushing them forward.



Elements of a Neighbourhood Plan



Progress to Date

• Initial meeting Abingdon Arms – 28.1
• Steering Committee formed – 28.1.16
• Issues defined – 28.1 and survey
• Survey walk of Wick Farm area
• Survey walk of Beckley village
• Designated Area Confirmed 6.6 – the whole Parish
• Initial survey – 10.6 to date
• Identified and agreed work streams – 14.6
• Grant Received 9.16
• Survey walk for design – 1.10



Synergy with National and Local Plans

Our Neighbourhood Plan must

 Comply with national policy and guidance (NPPF/NPPG
National  Planning Policy Framework and Planning Practice 
Guidance)
 Help achieve sustainable development
 Comply with local strategic policy (SODC Core Strategy, 

VWHDC List of strategic policies, Local Plan – Preferred 
Options 2032)
 Be compatible with EU legislation (HRA Habitat Regulations

Assessment, ECHR European Convention on Human Rights)
 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Schedule 4B Paragraph  

8 (Localism Act 2011 Schedule 10)

Small villages increase in housing 5% i.e. 13 
houses



Local Plan – Preferred Options 2032



Local Plan City Council – Wick Farm



Beckley and Stowood is entirely in Green Belt.
Green Belt serves five purposes:

1. to check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas;
2. to prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another;
3. to assist in safeguarding the countryside from   
encroachment;
4. to preserve the setting and special character of historic 
towns; and
5. to assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the 
recycling of derelict and other urban land.

The Green Belt



Planning Practice Guidance
9. Protecting Green Belt land 

89 
• A local planning authority should regard the construction of new buildings as 

inappropriate in Green Belt. Exceptions to this are:
• buildings for agriculture and forestry;
• provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation and for cemeteries, as 

long as it preserves the openness of the Green Belt and does not conflict with the purposes of 
including land within it;

• the extension or alteration of a building provided that it does not result in 
disproportionate additions over and above the size of the original building;

• the replacement of a building, provided the new building is in the same use and not 
materially larger than the one it replaces;

• limited infilling in villages, and limited affordable housing for local community 
needs under policies set out in the Local Plan; or

• limited infilling or the partial or complete redevelopment of previously developed 
sites (brownfield land), whether redundant or in continuing use (excluding 
temporary buildings), which would not have a greater impact on the openness of 
the Green Belt and the purpose of including land within it than the existing 
development.



Planning Practice Guidance
9. Protecting Green Belt land 

• Once Green Belts have been defined, local 
planning authorities should plan positively to 
enhance the beneficial use of the Green Belt, 
such as looking for opportunities to provide 
access; to provide opportunities for outdoor 
sport and recreation; to retain and enhance 
landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity; or 
to improve damaged and derelict land.



Objective for this Evening

To decide upon the criteria for future 
development sites in the parish

Then the process will be –

A call for potential development sites in the parish
Applying criteria to all proposed development sites
A Parish consultation to decide on the development sites 

from those which meet the criteria

There will be a separate consultation on design 
guidelines for the parish



Questions?
Simon Rowberry
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What are your feelings about 
additional development in the Parish.



Q16: How would you like the parish to develop 
over the next 15 years? Please tick all that apply. 



Identifying Important Site Criteria –
Discussion All

Some ideas from other Neighbourhood Plans and survey responses

 Protecting views
 Housing density (25/hectare – 10/acre)
 Appropriate housing heights respective to surround houses etc (design a 

separate consultation )
 Visibility on skyline
 Protecting areas of ecological value and extending areas of value
 Creating an appropriate edge to the town that makes a transition between the 

built area and the countryside
 Flooding



Deciding on Criteria

• Discussion All

• Voting using post-it notes



Next Steps

A call for potential development sites in the parish

Applying criteria to all proposed development sites

A Parish consultation to decide on the development 
sites from those which meet the criteria

There will be a separate consultation on design 
guidelines for the parish



A Meeting Summary and Action Notes Will Be 
Circulated

Thanks 

Simon Rowberry - Planning Policy Manager - SODC

All of you for coming
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Q23: A number of issues have been identified to be included in the Neighbourhood 
Plan. Please could you indicate the most important to you and add others not 

already included below.



Survey Results to date



Please give reasons why you might 
want to move

Garden too large
 Once we are not able to drive 
House awaiting planning consent 
The fallout of the brexit referendum might cause 

us to emigrate 
Depends on our physical health, but may need to 

move to more suitable accommodation in due 
course 

Too many houses being build close by
Would like not to be dependant on car





Green Belt Survey



Local Plan 2031 – Refined Options


