
Minutes of a Meeting of Beckley Village Hall Management Committee 
on 7th March 2017 at 7.30 !!

Item Action/ 
Report by Chair 

unless otherwise 
stated.

Present 
Geoff Mills(GM), Mary Ashdown(MA), David Scott(DS), 
Gail Scott(GS), John Walsh(JW), Bob Bixby(BB)

1 Apologies

 Claire Marsh(CM) 
Peter Gosney(PG) 
Fiona Singleton (FS)

2 Minutes of last meeting 

2.1 Approved

2.2 Actions Arising not otherwise covered on the 
agenda

(i) Start of cleaning contract !
CM and GM will meet with All in One Cleaning on 16
March to agree the cleaning specification now that we 
have the Operation and Maintenance Manuals (O&M 
Manuals) from Kingerlee

CM & GM

(ii) Update on official opening !
DS reported on the events on the 18th March- 
2.30 - 3.15 Panto 
3.15 Tea 
5.00- 7.00 Drinks/nibbles. Speech from rep of SODC 
(funder) 
7.15 Fireworks 
7.30 Panto !
It was planned to have another event, possibly in May, for 
those involved, funders, architects and builders etc  !
It was noted that there were outstanding matters- 
-turfing outside the hall would be arranged asap  
-disabled parking signs were needed 
-mirrors and hand drying facilities were needed in the 
changing rooms

DS
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(iii) Walking school bus update !
Peter Gosney advised that Helen is gathering expressions 
of interest and trying to gauge support. In the meantime 
she is looking at what type of organisation the group 
could be - this is proving surprisingly complex in terms of 
responsibility, insurance etc.

PG/HG

(iv) Emptying of storage container !
The container will not be moved to the VH to unload but 
the contents will be delivered to the hall w/c 27th march. 

All

(v) Update on old tables and chairs !
8 tables have been sold to Tackley VH (subsequently the 
remaining tables have also been sold to Tackley) 
30 chairs have been donated to the church and there are 
40 left. There is some interest in buying these. 

GM/DVS

(vi) Keys and Booking Arrangements !
GM will produce booking form and conditions of hire to be 
accessible on -line 
JB would like contact with hirers and a key. 
The key box and padlock will be provided, ideally with the 
same key. The current combination lock will be removed.

GM

3 Treasurer’s Report !
JW tabled a report. As we had reported an income of over 
£25000, we are required to file a report to the Charity 
Commissioners. JW will provide. 
JW will also order more gas. 
The TV and stand had been ordered and will be available 
for the 18th March 
The CCTV contract had not yet been signed. 
The Gigaclear line and router are still to be connected up 
(free of charge). Access will be freely available.

JW !!!!!!!
DS
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4 Report on activities since last meeting and general 
status of forward bookings !
JB had provided a list of forward bookings. 
It was reported that Roodsons wanted to continue their  
booking on 1 Saturday per month. It was agreed that 
they should be put on the ‘non local’ rate. 
The committee also received a request from G Matthews 
whose friend wants to run a yoga class aimed at the 
‘local’ market. It was agreed that this could operate at the 
‘local’ rate for 6 months to test local support.It was noted 
that there had been another proposal for yoga classes. !
The committee discussed the meaning of a ‘local’ booking 
and it was recognised that there were a variety of 
possible bookings: 
-a booking by a local person for a private function, eg a 
wedding or party, which might be attended by people 
from outside the village 
-a booking by a local person for a locally focussed activity, 
eg Bells, Art 
-a booking by an outside person aimed at local people but 
commercial in nature eg Yoga 
-a booking by an outside agency not specifically aimed at 
local people eg RSPB,  !
It was recognised that we could easily be inconsistent in 
our treatment of charging for bookings and it was agreed 
that more thought should be given to this matter.  !

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
All

5 AOB

5.1 Ted Cloke had offered to pursue a further funding option 
from Oxfordshire Community Trust which the committee 
welcomed. This could provide funds for equipment. This 
could be relevant for a youth club, sport etc. Needs could 
be clearer when the survey results are known.

5.2 Ted Cloke had forwarded information on funding available 
for Youth Social Activity. This had been passed onto A de 
Vere. It was thought that the results of the village survey 
might identify potential youth based activities and it was 
noted that H McMichael’s proposed youth club( see 5.4 
below) might be a candidate. 
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5.3 Adrian Hampshire lead a discussion on how we could 
make best use of the village hall section of the PC’s web 
site. 
He stressed the need for the site to ‘sell’ the hall and that 
the following should be included 
-an attractive set of photographs showing the facilities the 
hall offered would be essential. 
-booking information 
-minutes 
-events 
He suggested visiting other village hall websites (eg 
Horton) to get ideas. !
He has registered the address as beckleyvillagehall.org 
 

AH, DS, GM

5.4 Note Hamish McMichael’s expression of interest in 
reviving the youth club. !
Noted see 5.2 above.

5.5 Contact data sharing  

SJ addressed the committee on behalf of the Beckley & 
Area Community Benefit Society(BACBS) on possible 
sharing of BACBS contact data with the Parish Council, 
BVHMC.  BACBS believe that safeguards (including who 
can access to the shared database, how communications 
will be governed etc) need to be agreed before BACBS 
invites members to share their email addresses.  

DS would like to build a village database which would 
facilitate communication between the PC, VH and 
community and would like, if possible to ‘build on’ the 
BACBS list and encouraged discussion about how this 
could achieved. 

Ownership and management of the database could be a 
problem. 

It was decided to wait to see how much information was 
forthcoming from the village survey and attempt to build 
a PC/ VH database and consider consolidation with the 
BACBS one later. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
DS
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5.6 Fire safety equipment and notices 

DS is liaising with potential providers of fire safety 
equipment and DS and GM will assess the options 
available. 

GM is investigating Fire Risk Assessment/ Health and 
Safety Requirements and will advise. 

DS

5.7 Noticeboards  

2 noticeboards 4’ x2’6’’ will be provided in the entrance 
lobby one for general notices and management matters 
and the other for interest group use.  

DVS will update us on the need to display funders’ 
plaques.

DS

5.8 Oxford Preservation Trust Award 

Kingerlee are managing the application 

6 Date(s) of next meeting. !
To be arranged by e-mail communication.

All
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