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A VISION FOR BECKLEY AND STOWOOD 

 
2. VISION STATEMENT AND CORE OBJECTIVES 

The Vision Statement and Core Objectives were developed with the local community at a 
series of community engagement events.  They form the foundation of the Beckley and 
Stowood Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
At the very first meeting of Parishioners in January 2016 the issues identified that the 
Neighbourhood Plan should cover were -  

o Preservation of the Green Belt 
o Traffic 
o Buses 
o Schools 
o Where to build 
o Design 
o Flooding and drainage 
o Keeping the pub 
o Businesses 
o Sustainability 
o Social housing, affordable housing 
o Mixed housing - housing for those who wish to downsize and 

remain in the village 

4.1. Vision for Beckley And Stowood – Initial Survey Results 

The issues identified in the inaugural meeting were ranked in order of importance in the initial 
parish survey. 
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Aspirations for the Next 15 Years 
 
43% of respondents would like to attract younger people to the parish and as the age profile 
is older this would change the complexion. 30% would like more small houses with 21% 
wanting more bungalows and houses suitable for the elderly. 21% wanted more mixed 
housing while 27% thought it should remain as it is. Although aspirations are clearly mixed 
there is a clear wish to attract more young people, while providing more mixed housing, 
including smaller homes for older people. 
 
Importance of the Green Belt 
 
There was considerable support for the Green Belt and its purposes, particularly in protecting 
the parish from being part of Oxford City.  71% felt that older buildings such as barns should 
be developed and 52% sensible infilling.  Although 20% felt that there should be no 
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development at all in the Green Belt, which as the whole Parish is ‘washed over’ by the Green 
Belt would mean no development whatsoever. 
Employment 
 
Numbers of respondents in employment were reasonably split with 37% of households where 

none were employed to 27% were one was and 34% where two were.  This reflects the older 
age profile of respondents, who are probably retired. 

A large proportion of people work at home, every day, while others work from home on some 
days, 2 or 4 days per week being the most popular.  Otherwise the most popular way to 

commute is by car or car and train.  The average commute was 5-10 miles being the most 
popular, but most do not commute. 

Apart from commuting and visitors other local traffic is connected with the school run.  Most 

of those responding said their children cycle to school [37.5%] or are taken by car [25%] or 

coach [25%].  The journeys to school are quite short for most it was only 5-10 miles. However, 

this does not reflect the traffic problems associated with the school. 

 Issues for the Neighbourhood Plan 

A list of issues for the Neighbourhood Plan were identified in the initial public meeting and 

views were sought about this original list and the answers ranked.  

The most important issue for the Neighbourhood Plan was preservation of the Green Belt 

[84%], since there had been a number of threats to build on Wick Farm and other fields south 
of the B4027. This was closely followed by keeping the pub [71%] and protecting the views 

from the village [59%]. 

Design and planning, where to build, mixed housing and social/affordable housing were also 

high in the ranking and are issues that the Neighbourhood Plan can address.  

Buses, traffic etc. are issues that the Plan cannot address, but could try to help alleviate with 

design and site criteria. 

The full survey results can be found in Appendix 11. 
 
4.2. Site Criteria Results 

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 A meeting for the whole parish was held on Monday 10th October 2016 at the Jubilee Hall.  
Approximately 40 people attended to discuss and decide the criteria for the development 
sites for new houses in the Parish.  These criteria are in addition to the national and SODC 
criteria:- 
 
Local Development Site Criteria 

• Infilling is acceptable – “The filling of a small gap in an otherwise built up frontage or 

other site with settlements where the site is surrounded by buildings” [SODC Core 

Strategy] 

• Views from public places both to and from the village should be protected. New 

development that does not detract from the view of the skyline would be preferred.  
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• Developments should provide adequate parking spaces to meet residents’ needs, to 

ensure that as far as possible parking on the road is unnecessary.  

• A review of flood risk, including springs and water run-off is required for potential 

development sites. 

• Gardens are a very important feature in Beckley and provision of a garden in 
proportion to the house size is an important criterion to the character of the village – 
[Refer to Parish Character Assessments]  

• Generally, building with local materials including stone will be strongly preferred.  
Building materials of brick, rendered blockwork, timber or tile cladding and natural 
stone with roof covering of tiles or slate will be accepted.  uPVC and other synthetic 
cladding materials will be discouraged 

• Minimising paved and hard standing areas is strongly encouraged to minimise flooding 

and run off.   

• Building of smaller houses is encouraged to help to ensure that local people have the 

opportunity of affordable housing or to downsize and stay in the village and maintain 

the vibrancy and vitality of the village 

 
Appendix 12. gives further details of the meeting outcome. 
 
4.3. Design Criteria Results 

In addition, the following design criteria have been drawn up for all new developments and 
were consulted upon.  The draft proposals were published in the Beckley parish newsletter, 
which goes to all households and feedback was requested. 
 
An on-line survey was set up with links in the newsletter and parish e-mails encouraging 
residents to participate. 
 
The detailed results of the survey are in Appendix 13.  
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Summary of Design Criteria Consultation Survey Results 
 
83% of respondent agreed with the development and environment criteria.  The individual 
responses can be found in the appendix.  There were several comments about the desirability 
of parking on a house driveway, rather than congesting roads further. 
 
The views that were felt particularly important were those to and from Beckley across 
Otmoor, from Woodperry Road to Brill, from Common Road across Otmoor from Stowood 
across to Didcot and the M40 Stokenchurch cutting. Views within Beckley village that are 
valued are all the roads in the conservation area – Church Street, High Street and Otmoor 
Lane. 
 
92% of respondents wanted to preserve the grass verges as an important feature in the 
village.  Parking around the school was mentioned as a problem. 
 
Design attributes that people would like to encourage are stone or brick construction, pitched 
rooves, a garden with sufficient space around the house at each side, two-storey and 
traditional in nature, blending with surrounding houses. 
 
Designs that respondents wish to avoid are houses that ‘look like its meant for a seaside 
resort’, avoiding pillars and balconies, pebble-dashed semis, houses out of character with the 
rest of the village and houses that are overly large and modern. 
 
77% of respondents agreed with the Beckley Design Guide.  There were 2 comments 
defending solar panels wherever they are placed on rooves. 
 
All agreed with the proposal to have a co-ordinated scheme for street furniture and 92% were 
in favour of underground cables.   
 
Environment    
 
The Village draws much of its physical character from its rural location and from its Green 
Belt designation.  This is of great value and should be strenuously preserved for the long 
term.  Items of special note and worthy of protection are:- 
 

1. The views from the village and from all the approach roads northwards over Otmoor 
and adjacent farmland, towards Brill and towards Didcot  

2. The views into the village, particularly from the north, to the Church and 
conservation area.  

3. The openness of the farmland and the associated groups of trees and hedgerows and 
other small fields, paddocks and large rear gardens. 

4. Front gardens must be preserved and should not be taken up solely for the parking of 
vehicles.  Guidelines are available from the Royal Horticultural Society on planting 
guides for front gardens and driveways.  

5. Power cables should be located underground, not overhead. 
6. Additional street lighting will be discouraged. 
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Traffic and Parking     
 
Developments which increase the quantity of traffic and car parking, particularly in the 
village centre will not be encouraged. 
 
Grass verges on the road frontage of dwellings are an important feature of the village and 
should be protected, preserved and encouraged as far as possible. 
 
BECKLEY DESIGN GUIDE  

 
In cases where an acceptable and reasonable case has been made for development the 
design of extensions and new buildings will be expected to comply with the following 
guidelines: - 
 

1. Views from public places both to and from the village should be protected. New 
development that does not detract from the view of the skyline would be preferred. 
(Residents have no right of protection for views from their private property) 

2. Buildings should always be compatible with the size and character of their 
neighbours, and in the Conservation Area should generally be built of natural stone.  

3. Access should be provided between any part of a building and the boundary with its 
neighbours and space between houses should be maintained as it is an important 
aspect of the village. 

4. Building heights should be restricted to be in keeping with surrounding houses.  
5. No building should be designed so that its height, massing and general scale is over 

dominant or intrusive over its neighbours. 
6. Buildings should seek to preserve the daylighting, amenity and privacy of neighbours. 

i.e. as far as possible not overshadowing, overbearing or overlooking 
7. Developments should provide adequate parking spaces to meet resident’s needs, to 

ensure that, as far as possible, parking on the road is unnecessary. 
8. Generally, building with local materials including stone will be strongly preferred.  

Building materials of brick, rendered blockwork, timber or tile cladding and natural 
stone with roof covering of tiles or slate will be accepted.  uPVC and other synthetic 
cladding materials will be discouraged 

9. Flat roofs are not regarded as being in character with the rural landscape and will 
generally be discouraged. 

10. Large box type dormer windows with flat roofs will generally be discouraged. 
11. While solar panels on rooves are encouraged, these should face the rear of the 

property where possible. 
12.  Outside lighting on buildings should be fully shielded to direct light downwards to 

prevent light pollution. 
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4.4. COUNTRYSIDE AND ENVIRONMENT POLICIES 

 

4.4.1 Rural Look and Feel  
 
The openness of the village and its location between the city and Otmoor are greatly valued 
by all who live in Beckley and Stowood as well as by those who visit and participate in its 
recreational opportunities each year.   
 
 The numerous mixed woods in the Neighbourhood Area are predominantly oak with wild life 
and blue-bell ground cover.  

 


